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GENERAL 
 
The three rural parishes are situated on the South Devon coast between 8 and 12 miles east of 
Plymouth. They are bordered by the River Yealm on the west side and the River Erme on the east. 
Newton Ferrers and Noss Mayo are ‘twin’ villages situated either side of a picturesque creek and 
comprise a single civil parish (Newton and Noss). Holbeton is a separate village about 4 miles east 
of Newton and Noss. 
 
HOLY CROSS, NEWTON FERRERS 

 
Newton Ferrers is the largest of the three villages with a 
population of about 1800. Holy Cross church is situated in the 
centre of the village and dates back to the 11th Century and 
was rebuilt in the 14th Century and again restored in 1886. It 
has a peal of 6 bells and a fine organ. There is a good adult 
choir and the church has a long musical tradition. Recently a 
kitchen and toilet facilities have been added. The Rectory is 
about 100metres from the church. 
 
 

 
 
There are 150 parishioners on the Electoral Roll and the average Sunday attendance is about 60.  
About 60% of the residents of Newton Ferrers are middle aged or retired. This is reflected in the 
regular congregation, which has few young members. About 20% of the homes are holiday homes. 
 
The PCC has 12 members who as well as looking after the church are trying to encourage families 
and children to attend. A club was set up in the School and a Junior Alpha course was held last 
year. It is hoped that a youth worker will be attached to the three parishes as part of the South West 
Youth Ministry. 
 
The worship is traditionally Anglican with regular Parish Communion, Family services, Holy 
Communion (BCP) and Evensong. When there is a fifth Sunday in a month a “Together at Ten” 
service is held in one of the three Churches when the congregations from all three come together 
for worship. The laity has recently developed the Family service to include the active participation of 
families and children and is eager for this to continue.  
 
In 2007 there were 9 Weddings, 8 Baptisms, 17 Funerals and 
11 Burial of ashes. 
 
The fabric of the church, overseen by our Fabric Officer, is in 
good condition. The only major project is some repair to the 
stonework of the East window which is in hand and for which 
funds are available. 
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We are fortunate in having an excellent Church of England Primary 
School under the dynamic leadership of an energetic Head 
teacher. The new building opened in 2003 and has about 80 pupils. 
There is a strong link between the school and the church.   
 
The village has several shops, a Post Office, a Pharmacy, a good 
pub a Snooker Hall and a Yacht Club. The Yealm is a popular 
holiday destination with holiday-makers staying in rented houses, 
B&Bs or the village camp site. Many summer visitors arrive on 
yachts or while walking the South West Coastal Footpath. 
 
There are several popular organisations including the WI (The WIC Hall acts as the Village Hall / 
church hall for various events,) U3A, an Amateur Dramatic Society and clubs catering for anything 
from painting to keep fit. 
 
There is a residential home in the village and a new purpose-built group of flats catering for the 
elderly with care staff on site. 
 
There is an excellent Parish Magazine catering for Newton and Noss which contains articles relating 
to the wide range of village activities. 
 
A Lay Reader lives in Newton and is fully involved in the work of all three parishes. 
 
 
ST. PETER’S REVELSTOKE 
 
St. Peters Church is situated across the creek from 
Holy Cross in Noss Mayo. It was built in 1882 by Lord 
Revelstoke, head of the Baring family, who was Lord of 
the Manor of Membland and owned virtually the whole 
of Noss Mayo. Until then the parish church was St. 
Peter the poor Fisherman at Stoke (on the coast) 
which had become a ruin. The church is a very fine 
Victorian building and is in good condition. It has a peal 
of 8 bells and a fine organ. A new kitchen / servery and 
a toilet installed in the tower.  

          NOSS MAYO VILLAGE 
(View from Church Tower) 

The population is about 600 and comprise retired people, professionals and tradespersons. As with 
Newton Ferrers the age range is much higher than average, and this is reflected in the age of the 
regular congregation. 
 
There are 94 people on the Electoral Roll and the average Sunday congregation is about 35.  There 
is a small choir which combines with the choirs of Holy Cross and All Saints on special occasions. 
There is a handful of bellringers but for a full peal ringers from Holy Cross help out.   
 
The services alternate between Parish Communion and Family services. There is a monthly 8 am 
Holy Communion (BCP). 
 
In 2007 there were 3 Weddings, 5 Burials and no Baptisms. 
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The fabric of the church is in good condition. With a recently 
renewed roof, a repointed tower and new gas heating system. 
The only major project in the near future is to renew two 
headstocks in the belfry. A Trust Fund provides for the upkeep 
of the church fabric. 
 

 
 
 
 
The annual St. Peter’s Fete is extremely popular and involves 
a wide cross section of the village, not just the regular church 
members.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
St. Peters the Poor Fisherman is the ruined parish church at Stoke, a mile away on the coast. The 
ruins have been stabilised with one aisle roofed, and it is used for occasional services in the 
summer, in particular the Yealm Regatta service. 
 
The Newton and Noss Village Hall, which was built as a chapel of ease and then a used as a 
school, is used by various organisations from the villages.  It also houses the St. Francis Play Group 
which currently caters for 36 children from the two villages. Most children then go to the Primary 
school in Newton, though some attend Holbeton School or private schools elsewhere. 
 
There are no shops in Noss but there are two good pubs. Revelstoke Park, on the coast at Stoke, is 
a seasonal static home site which increases the Parish population during the summer. There is a 
snooker hall in the village (the Tilly Institute) which also has a small meeting room. 
 
All the organisations, clubs etc. listed for Newton Ferrers are equally supported by residents of 
Noss. Indeed the two villages co-operate wholeheartedly in most community events and the annual 
Regatta sees great rivalry between them. 
 
 
 
 
 
ALL SAINTS HOLBETON 
 
Holbeton nestles in a valley 4 miles to the east of the Yealm and is dominated by the church with its 
prominent spire.  It is about 1 mile inland from the beautiful Erme Estuary and Mothecombe Beach. 
The village was once largely owned by the Flete Estate, and today much of the land and many of 
the properties still are. The church of All Saints is surprisingly large and was lavishly restored in 
Victorian times by the family at Flete. It has a fine ring of bells and a good organ. The excellent 
organist has been playing here for over 50 years! 
 
The population of the parish is about 570 which includes several nearby hamlets. Most of the 
privately owned houses are owned by professional people who work in Plymouth or nearby towns. 
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There are still many people who work on the land and within the Flete Estate. There are six old 
peoples’ bungalows and three alms houses in the village.  
 
There are 61 on the Electoral Roll with an average Sunday attendance of 20. There is a small choir 
and a dedicated team of bellringers. Recruits are needed to keep the singing and the bells going in 
the future. 
 
The worship is a happy mix of traditional Anglican and more open lay family worship, with 
alternating Sunday Family Services and Parish Communion. A monthly Holy Communion and 
Evensong (BCP) are also held.  
During 2007 there were 8 baptisms, 9 Weddings and 8 Funerals. 
 
The fabric of the church is in generally good condition, except that the roof may need replacing 
before long. A separate All Saints Church Trust covers repairs to the church 
 
Below the church is an old Reading Room which is in poor repair at present and only occasionally 
used. The parish is looking into having it renovated and thus increasing its use. 
 
The Primary School has expanded and now caters for around 100 pupils. It is not a C of E school, 
but has strong links with the church. There is also a well supported Village Playschool in the Village 
Hall. The Hall is well used by the different clubs and societies which flourish in Holbeton. These 
include the Holbeton Players, the Lunch and Social Club, the WI, and the Garden Society. 
 
The village is twinned with Bodilis in Britanny. 
 
The “Holbeton News” is a monthly news sheet covering all village activities and is distributed with 
the “Church News”. 
 
A retired naval chaplain lives in the village and is a great support for the church. 
 
Holbeton has a Post Office / general store, two good public houses and several B&Bs.  As with 
Newton and Noss there are no hotels. The Erme Estuary and Mothecombe Beach are extremely 
popular and very busy during the summer. Mothecombe is on the South West Coastal Footpath and 
therefore large numbers of walkers enjoy the coast at all times of the year.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Though each Parish has its own individual characteristics there is a good rapport between all three 
which is characterised by the regular “Together at Ten” services on the 5th Sunday of the month. 
The incumbent resides in the Rectory at Newton Ferrers.   
 
All three congregations are at the higher end of the age range and there is an urgent need to 
engage with families and children. Strong links must be maintained with the Primary Schools which 
should be on-going when children move to secondary education (most move on to Ivybridge 
Community College.) 
 
WEB SITES 
 
www.combinedbenefice.org – United benefice website (pages for each church) 
 
www.newtonandnos-pc.gov.uk – N&N Parish Council website 
 
www.newtonnoss.co.uk – Village website covering Newton and Noss 
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www.holbeton.devon.sch.uk – Holbeton School website  
 
www.flete.co.uk  – the Flete estate website  


